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Interview | North Caroliha University
Professor: China and thg United States take
a step in the right direction, and the situation
will continue to ease

Surging news reporter T%&F 3 Intern Prince Jian
) . Category: Fonts ¥
2026-09-24 07:22 Source:Surging news - Great power diplomacy >

(Editor's note)

From September 23 to 25, at the invitation of US President Trump, President Xi Jinping

will pay a state visit to the United States. The exchange of visits between the heads of

state of China and the United States within six months is a historic milestone. The

People's Daily said in an article on the 22nd that the huge wheel of China-US relations

anchored new coordinates and started a new journey, and China is willing to work with

the United States to implement the important consensus reached by the two heads of

state, promote the stable and far-reaching constructive strategic and stable relations

between China and the United States, and continue to inject stability and positive energy

into a turbulent and changing world.

Yu Jie, a senior researcher at the Royal Institute of International Affairs, wrote in early

28 September that after the May meeting between the heads of state of China and the United

States, "constructive strategic stability" became the first time in many years that the two

90 countries publicly agreed on a common description of bilateral relations. This shows that

both China and the United States recognize that competition must be regulated within a

limited framework of stability so that both countries can pursue their domestic priorities.

Strong domestic momentum makes China and the United States want to seek a more

stable relationship.

Feedback

As China-US relations are about to usher in a new important moment, the surging news

international news center launched a series of reports to explore the way of stability of /T\

China-US relations from the inside out, starting from the domestic momentum of the two
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University of North Cargjina at ghapel Hill andgj formef researcher at the Wilsgn y o

Center's Institute for Gl(g)al Eurgpe and China-%hina Relations, told surging n?r?zs S 3

(www.thepaper.cn). al n o g

ts Kk

A few hours later, President Xi Jinping arrived @ Washington by special plane and paid a

state visit to the United States at the invitation afj US President Trump. When Xi Jinping

and his wife Peng Liyuan arrived at Andrews A{/e{lForce Base in Washington, Trump and

his wife Melania greeted them warmly.

With the launch of the visit to the United States, the important consensus reached by the

leaders of China and the United States in May on the "constructive strategic stability"

relationship between China and the United States has also ushered in a new observation

node.

by Klaus Larres (Klaus Larres)

In an interview with the surging news, Lares showed a more optimistic attitude towards

the next stage of Sino-US relations, and he mentioned the word "in the right direction" Feedback

several times. He believes that the easing of China-US relations can be traced back to the

Busan meeting between the two heads of state in October last year, and the "constructive /I\

strategic and stable relationship" provides a framework for China and the United States

9/27/26, 8:10 AM
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economic and trade issugj. In hig view, both coyjtries hgve the need to revitalizg the
domestic economy, “botfrr.:sides rgally need eachg)ther", and tensions and mutuzm
restrictions on trade andgixportsrare not conduciye to the two sides' own econogies.
Therefore, the two sides will strE§e to cooperateén trade and economic matters.
e
“That’s why I think it’s going to be a fairly harngpnious summit, at least in terms of trade
and economic relations.” Lares said. VeV

The following is the interview transcript.
U.S.-China relations are in a “de-escalation period”

% HE: During President Trump's visit to China in May this year, the two heads of
state agreed to take the "China-US Constructive Strategic and Stable Relationship" as a
new position for bilateral relations and provide strategic guidance for the next three years
and beyond. Judging from the interaction and game between China and the United States
in the past four months, to what extent has this positioning affected the direction of
bilateral relations? Is it closer to a long-term strategic framework, or is it still driven by

short-term political needs?

Klaus Lares: I think at present, China-US relations are in a period of "détente", and
relations between the two countries seem to have stabilized, which is related to President
Trump's visit to China in May this year. Since then, relations between the two countries

have generally been good.

However, this change can be traced back to an earlier period, that is, after the leaders of
the two countries met in Busan, South Korea in October 2025, the relations between the
two countries have stabilized and improved, especially in the economic and trade
relations. Of course, in other areas, such as Taiwan, the South China Sea, artificial
intelligence and other fields, the relationship between the two countries still fluctuates,

but it has also eased, and the tension between the two sides has not further escalated.

From the current point of view, I think the relationship between the two countries has
been much better and more stable than in the past few years, or compared with Trump's

first term. President Xi Jinping's visit to Washington will further stabilize this détente.

Of course, this relationship is not perfect, not very good, let alone a close friendship.
However, the two sides have cooperation and tolerance, and they also have the ability to

de-escalate and deal with the situation and not let the situation get out of control. So, I

https://www.thepaper.cn/newsDetail_forward_34134540
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Klaus Lares: We have tBbe reastic. China an®the United States are two gredflpowers,
n (0]

and both have the ambition to bggome leaders, which means that there must be an

inherent competitive relationship between the t\g) sides. I think it will be very difficult

to transform this inner competition into an inneyfriendly relationship.
e

However, in this competitive relationship, we e still control the escalation of
competition. Therefore, although China and the United States will compete with each
other, within this framework, we can still prevent the situation from escalating and avoid
excessive tension. I think that’s the ability of politicians, and that’s what diplomats are

capable of.

The meeting between President Xi Jinping and President Trump in Washington is a step
in the right direction. Because when the two sides communicate, they can reach a
consensus on how to control the distrust and competition between them. I think that’s the
right direction. We cannot eliminate competition, competition and mistrust, but we can
control them and ensure that the situation does not spiral out of control and does not

control us in turn.
Economic and trade cooperation is beneficial to both China and the world

% HE: During Trump's visit to China in May, China and the United States
established a new mechanism in the field of trade and held consultations on the $30
billion reciprocity tax reduction framework arrangement. Can the relevant mechanism

effectively respond to and deal with Sino-US frictions in the field of trade?

Klaus Lares: China still maintains a very high trade surplus with the United States. The
U.S. remains concerned about the influx of certain Chinese products into the U.S.
market, and still about sending the most advanced chips, the most advanced
semiconductor chips, to China, because the U.S. does not want to help China take the
lead in the artificial intelligence race or other high-tech fields such as robotics and

military development. So these problems actually exist.

Another issue remains the access issue faced by Western companies, including U.S.

companies, when entering the Chinese market.

Therefore, the problem has not changed. But Trump has noted that China has some

leverage at its disposal. So I think the trade deal that was reached in Busan, South Korea,
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Klaus Lares: President gl Jlnplgg will very mLBh want to work hard to boost ﬁ?ma‘s

economic growth. He coﬁlld do tBat by making a00d trade deal with PresidentTrump.
a n o) g

The U.S. economy, in turn, is n(J)EtSideal. The Un]}_’(({ed States is not in a serious crisis, but
the inflation and price levels are relatively high&partly because of China, but the more
important reason is of course the war against Ira\g. The U.S. economy is still growing,
and the unemployment rate in the U.S. remains Yw. The unemployment rate is about
4.1%, which is not really high. But at the same time, U.S. consumer spending has
slowed. You could say that the U.S. economy is OK, but not very good. President Trump
is also facing the midterm elections. So any economic boost is good for him and good for
the United States. He also wants to reach a new deal. He has no interest in another trade

war or serious trade tensions with China.

If that is the case, then I can conclude that both sides will try to cooperate in trade and
economic matters. That’s why I think it’s going to be a fairly harmonious summit, at least

in terms of trade and economic relations.

surging news: Do you think that China-US cooperation in the economic and trade fields
can still play the role of "ballast stone" in bilateral relations? Or has economic and trade

relations become the object of "risk management and control"?

SRR EMB 2RI, WAMRZHTENT, MERKRULRSIFEL.
BREIS . BREVEMS~RINEY, BASEMNTREEENEF. AN, MEMHEX
ik, AR, HTEBAENENN, XAEHLTFREIE.

In a sense, this is actually a good thing, that is, both countries will do things that are in
their own interests, but at the same time, these things will be good for the world and each

other. This is not a bad policy. In fact, this is probably the best policy we can expect.
Dialogue between China and the United States in the field of Al is a "good idea"

surging news: There is news that the Al issue is one of the key topics of the meeting
between the two heads of state. We have also noted the recent dispute between the White
House and U.S. tech giants over Al regulation; at the same time, on Al governance, there
has been news that the United States is forcing allies not to join the China-initiated
global Al cooperation organization. As far as your observation is concerned, can China
and the United States achieve "competitive and healthy stability" in the field of AI? Is

the game between the two sides on the issue of Al governance rooted in the struggle
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This is a good sign, because dialogue is alwayswjgood idea. Whether such a dialogue can

be held really depends on whether the leaders O%he two countries agree to do so, but the
mere possibility of dialogue is a good signal in itself. Of course, the final results still

need time to be observed.

surging news: Recently, the United States has increased its pressure on China in the
high-tech field, such as taking penetrating reviews and strengthening export controls, and
some analysts believe that this marks that the US AI containment in China has been
upgraded from "card hardware" to "broken iteration". Some Chinese scholars advocate
"institutional reciprocal countermeasures" against the United States in the high-tech
field. How will the game and even confrontation between China and the United States in
the field of science and technology have an impact on the relationship between China

and the United States in the field of science and technology?

Klaus Lares: We also know that there is a mutual distrust between China and the United
States when it comes to Al. Both countries are concerned that the other is trying to gain a
unilateral advantage in the development of artificial intelligence, for example, one wants
to introduce security mechanisms in the Al industry while slowing the development of
artificial intelligence, but the other side may think that these security mechanisms will
eventually give the other side an advantage rather than themselves. This suspicion also
means that even if the two sides reach an agreement, it does not mean that the agreement

will be implemented.

But at least I will say that we are moving in the right direction. Although there is tension
and friction, it is at least possible for the two sides to cooperate, and of course, it will

take a little luck.

How big are the mid-term elections?

Feedback
Some analysts pointed out that "only Trump himself" in Trump's second term policy

decision-making circle on China played a leading role, but the broader forces such as the /T\
Republican establishment and the reality of supply chain interdependence pose

constraints to its unpredictability. How do you assess the role of domestic political forces
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toward China, imposed lﬂgh tariffs on China, ang} made 4 lot of hostile remarksgibout
China, including accusir% Chinaéof being respo%ible for the new coronavirus {)‘r{]ltbreak.
He even claimed that Clgha “logted” the UnitedcStates with a huge trade surplug and led
to the deindustrialization of thet&nited States. |§

e
At the same time, until now, the domestic hawkyijin the United States still dominate the

Congress, and they have a high degree of distru% and hawkish positions on China, which
has become the consensus of both parties in Congress. At the beginning of his second

term, Trump also agreed with this consensus, so there will be a high tariff on China.

But now, Trump appears to be China’s leader and China’s “best friend.” This is partly
because of Trump’s personal fascination with the “strongman” in international politics,
who he believes are doing well and are powerful. This is very personal with Trump's
characteristics and has also contributed to the easing of Sino-US relations. On the other
hand, this is also related to China's tough counterattack against the US tariff measures,
such as China's policy of restricting rare earth exports and other policies to counter the

United States' restrictive measures in the high-tech field.

But we also know that Trump himself is very capricious and unpredictable, so even

during his time in office, the situation could change again.

#%iBFhE: November: The United States will usher in the mid-term elections in
November. In your opinion, how will the midterm elections affect the pace of the Trump
administration’s China policy?” How will the tension between electoral political logic

and the “strategic stability framework” evolve?

Klaus Lares: I’m not sure the midterm elections really play that much. If Trump wants
an election advantage, he may instead take a tougher stance against China and show
more direct hostility to China in public, as this could be welcomed by his Republican

base and the MAGA movement.

But Trump seems to have given up on the midterm elections, and perhaps he knows that
the election has been lost and that he can hardly change the outcome. And he has only
two years left in office, and he is not particularly concerned about the power relationship
within Congress. In short, my feeling is that the midterm elections do not seem to play

much role in China-US relations at present.

& HTE: Some analysts say that Trump now believes that stabilizing Sino-US relations

https://www.thepaper.cn/newsDetail_forward_34134540
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relationship with China,gvhich ighard to say. B@ I think what’s really driving Fgall is the
economic factor, he need Chinayand China needs the United States. Thereforegboth
ts k

sides must cooperate. R

e
We can’t predict what will happen in two years yhut for now, I think if Trump really cares

about his legacy, he will seriously consider howve\t/o solve the Iran war and its high

economic costs, and how to help resolve the Russian-Ukrainian conflict.

Of course, if there is real tension or even hostility between China and the United States,
it is indeed worrying. But for now, that’s not the West’s primary focus, as relations
between the two countries appear to have stabilized. As I said at the beginning of the
interview, this relationship is not perfect, let alone intimate, but it embodies cooperation
and tolerance, as well as the ability to de-escalate the situation and keep things out of

control. I hope that this control will continue.

The way to stability from the inside out - the meeting of the heads of state of China
and the United States
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